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Dear Friend,



It was a terrible, rainy winter day. I was at school, with flushed cheeks, trembling knees from
the cold, and tightly tied-up hair. Everyone was talking about what was happening in the
country, but no one dared to express their own opinion. I believe that’s how it should be—
school is not the place to talk about politics. However, can’t we talk about freedom,
independence, our country, and its past? Still, I couldn’t find anyone who would join me in
this kind of conversation, in the way I wanted—someone who would answer the questions
that interested me. So I gave up. I went into class and started reviewing the lesson. The bell
rang, and as I expected, the teacher called on me. I was so nervous that I was twisting my
fingers, and my voice trembled. In the middle of my presentation, one of my classmates
interrupted, saying how we could carry on with lessons when the country was in such a
state—how we could accept everything so calmly. I was confused. He wasn’t even addressing
me directly, but I realized he wasn’t wrong. The teacher sent him out of the class for
interrupting. I was almost done with my presentation, and the teacher, clearly irritated, told
me to sit down and said I had done well.

I was sitting by the window, unable to focus on the lessons. When you think about certain
topics deeply, everything else seems unimportant and meaningless, even the classroom
discussions. So I remained silent, though I wasn’t truly quiet. My mind was in complete
chaos, tangled thoughts I couldn’t sort out. The teacher’s “Lizi, pay attention!” only made it
harder. I was staring at the window, watching raindrops slide down the glass. I observed the
movement of the rain, the shaking trees, the shivering birds—maybe they were late to
migrate, maybe they were freezing. Or maybe this is how they show love for their
homeland—they refuse to leave it. I thought about the reality we live in and how different it
might have been if not for those who fought till the end to save the country, so that we could
live the way we do today.

When I got home from school, I was so exhausted from thinking that I fell asleep on my
books. Your messages woke me up—you had written to me about my stories on Instagram
and asked me to tell you what was happening. That’s when I felt I could finally organize my
thoughts and share them with someone. You live in Europe, and perhaps you’ve never
received a letter like this before.

I want to tell you everything I know—the reason I’m able to write to you now, and the story
of Georgia’s journey from independence to freedom. For Georgians, the word “independence”
is not just a political status. It’s a long, painful, and honorable journey that our people have
traveled for centuries. I was born in a country that already had this status—in 2011—when
conditions in Georgia were more or less better, unlike in the 1990s. I belong to a generation
that can express opinions freely, without fear or restrictions, yet I still feel the pain that came
with gaining independence.

Officially, Georgia declared independence on April 9, 1991, restoring its independence based
on the May 26, 1918 Act. After years of struggle, Georgia freed itself from the Soviet Union.
Independence has always been the ultimate goal of our people. But the struggle for freedom
didn’t end with independence—it actually began then. My country faced many obstacles—
wars, economic hardship, political instability—but gaining independence marked a new
beginning, bringing new challenges and processes: the development of democracy, freedom
of speech, and closer ties with Europe. Today, I go to a school where I can freely express
myself and connect with the world through the internet—including with you.



April 9 is a tragic day for us. On April 9, 1991, peaceful activists were brutally attacked. The
demonstrators were asking for one thing—independence. My parents, teachers, and relatives
stood there on that brutal day so that the future could be bright and painless—not dark, cruel,
and silenced like it was under the Soviet Union. Back then, the death penalty in Georgia cost
14 maneti (the currency at the time). Families of those executed were sent receipts and forced
to pay for the bullets used to kill their loved ones. If life is the most valuable thing, what value
could it possibly have had in such a time? It pains me to even think about this, and I can only
imagine how hard it must have been for those who lived it, with no choice. I often hear stories
from my grandmother about her childhood, and she tears up every time she tells them. Life
was so hard—filled with fear, injustice, guilt, and sorrow. We live the life our grandparents
once dreamed of, where reality is completely different and where what once seemed
unimaginable—freedom of speech and expression—is now part of everyday life.

And still, how did Georgians manage this? I always say that it’s crucial for faith to be stronger
than doubt. That’s exactly what happened. Georgians believed—they never lost hope that
their struggle would bring results. When you realize that the only one who can defeat you is
yourself, you become stronger and the road to your goal becomes shorter. Over centuries,
when the Georgian fight ended in failure, that’s when they understood—winning is hard, but
losing that victory is even harder. If you are alive, then you can do anything—even save your
homeland from captivity.

Since gaining independence, we haven’t yet turned that freedom into a full opportunity.
Despite significant progress, I believe that Georgia’s ship still has a long journey to reach the
island of true freedom. But a few good sailors say they can already see the land, and soon
we’ll reach an island free of social inequality, flaws in the education system, human rights
violations, and injustice.

Because freedom is never a final destination—it’s a path. A path full of challenges, a struggle
for justice, equality, education, and the values that form the foundation of your European
society. We still have a long way to go, but the most important thing is that we are walking
the path called European freedom.

I believe and hope that one day, you and I will meet as representatives of two free countries —
young people united by a commitment to equality, democracy, and human values. We will be
the generation that doesn’t wait for a better future, but creates it with our own hands. Because
freedom is not only a goal — it is a responsibility. Let us fight together for a world where
every voice is heard and every person’s dignity is protected. This will be our shared European
path — toward freedom, unity, and peace.

With love,
Your Georgian friend,
Lizi






